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They followed a leader for pay and the Imperial
Government was poor. But Wallenstein thus
recalled, held a name which worked miracles
among his soldiers.
Ferdinand, then, took the risk and Wallenstein
marched against Gustavus Adolphus, whose
centre at the moment was Nordlingen, a nodal
point in the communications between the Danube
Valley and the north of Germany. Wallenstein
refused to attack for a long time. He en-
trenched himself in the neighbourhood of Nord-
lingen until at last he provoked the King of
Sweden to attack him, almost exactly a year
after the first spectacular victory of the Swedes
at Breitenfeld.
The shock came in 1632 on a day of fog and
bewilderment. One may say that the Swedes
had the best of it. Wallenstein lost his artillery
and was tactically beaten; but there was no
true decision, and the essential fact of the day
was that Gustavus Adolphus happened to be
killed in the turmoil. He probably fell through
the accident of losing his way in the fog and
getting surrounded by a detachment of enemies.
At any rate the death of the great Protestant
hero shook the whole fabric of his enormous,
but ephemeral, success.
What followed was a series of ups and downs
The Swedish prestige could not be permanently